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A word from Cuyahoga
County Safe Communities

What is Safe Communities all about?

Every year, thousands of people are injured in traffic crashes in Cuyahoga
County. Safe Communities is a community -based program designed to create
awareness and prevent injuries caused by traffic crashes. Cuyahoga County Safe
Communities, funded by the Ohio Department of Public Safety, is a cooperative
effort of law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, local governments, health care
personnel, and other interested parties that work together to achieve safer,
healthier communities in Northeast Ohio and to reduce the costs associated with
traffic -related injuries and fatalities.

Programs offered by Safe Communities:

ATraffic Safetyi Seat belts are the single most effective way to

reduce death and injuries due to crashes. Safe Communities promotes the  Click
It or Ticketcampaign and leads efforts to decrease reckless and

aggressive driving.

ADUI Reductioni Cuyahoga County DUI Task Force members are also members
of Safe Communities. Their efforts are focused around the

Over the Limit, Under Arrestampaigns s well as DUI checkpoints and

efforts to reduce driving under the influence.

AMotorcyclesi Since motorcycle crashes are increasing, Safe

Communities works with a Motorcycle Safety Committee to educate

motorcyclists about visibility and helmet use.

ATeen Traffic Safetyi With teen drivers leading the statistics in

crashes, Safe Communities educates new teen drivers about distracted driving
and graduated drivers licenses.

The Greater Cleveland Safe Kids/Safe Communities Coalition
meets six times a year.

More information available at www.injurypreventioncenter.com or
contact Heidi Dolan at Heidi.Dolan@UHhospitals.org or 216.983.1110

Youdr e iTHa Raihbdwnjahy!Prevention Center is always looking for

new partners in the effort to keep Northeast Ohioans healthy and safe and invites
you to come a Safe Kids/Safe Communities meeting to see what the Coalition can
offer your agency and your community. Reaching families through education and
intervention is one of the easiest and most effective ways to prevent injuries and
deaths. Please consider joining us for our next meeting on  January 11 from 9:30
am to 11 am. Lunch will be served. The meeting will be held at the Beachwood
Community Center located at 25225 Fairmont Blvd. As an added incentive, we
will be raffling off several Firefighter Heroes framed photographs to fire
departments which send representatives. Call 216 -983-1110 for details or to RSVP.



A Word From Safe Kids of
] Greater Cleveland

What is Safe Kids all about?
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: Safe Kids is a global network of organizations whose mission is to prevent unintentional injury,
which is a leading Killer of children 14 and under. A large part of injury prevention involves
| educating parents, caregivers, and children about the simple ways to prevent needless injuries.
I The coalition works to get safety information to the public through low  -cost or free educational
| Programs and materials. Safe Kids Greater Cleveland brings together health and safety experts,
I educators, corporations, government agencies, and volunteers to educate and protect families in
the Greater Cleveland area.
: Programs offered by Safe Kids:
| ABicycle safety Safe Kids has an active bicycle safety program that teaches children about the
I importance of helmets, using hand signals, what to do at stop signs, and more. Kids engage in
| Participate in activities and demonstrations that help them remember the rules of the road. Safe
I Kids also offers bicycle helmets at a discounted price.

Achild Passenger SafetyUH Rai nbow Babies & Childrendés Hospi fpal
I safe Kids also offers certification and recertification classes for those interested in
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becoming CPS technicians. I
AFire Safetyi Safe Kids leads a carbon monoxide awareness campaign and offers discounted I
carbon monoxide detectors to low -income families. Rainbow also offers programs focusing on fire |
and burn safety, and Injury Prevention Technicians teach children throughout Greater Cleveland |
about fire prevention and escape through interactive presentations and activities. |
APedestrian Safety Safe Kids offers pedestrians safety programs for children of all ages. It also I
organizes the Walk to School Day each year, and schools throughout Greater Cleveland

participate. |
Poison Preventiofi With support from the Northern Ohio Poison Control Center at UH Rainbow |
Babies & Childrends Hospital, Safe Kids hosts eygyent
of poisons in homes and the harm in prescription drugs. I

\ Contact Mandy Thomas at Mandy.Thomas@UHhospitals.org or 216.983.1110 for more information /

WATER THAT CHRISTMAS TREE

2 e %
" o ek : What's a holiday party or even the traditional Christmas morning scene
3 ; &2 without a beautifully decorated tree? If your household, like more than
33 million other American homes, has a natural tree, take to heart the
sales person'ssuggestonfiokeep the tree watered! 6
cause 250 fires annually, resulting in 14 deaths, 26 injuries, and more
than $13.8 million in property damage. Shorts in electrical lights or open
flames from candles, lighters, or matches typically start tree fires.
Well -watered trees are not a problem, but dry and neglected trees can
be.
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from throughout Northeast Ohio.

Twinsburg are scheduled to host the symposiums. More may be scheduled at a later date.

was wellattended and offered a great educational opportunity for all participants.
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Geneva Symposium |

|

A Huge Success |
fHuge successoO i s an understatement in de:sc

attended and heard Randy Mant@tohnny Gage from the classis hit TV show I
AEmer goenpge ak . Randy Mantooth is said to hav:i

workers to seek service professions. The symposium also included many informational classes
that attendees could attend and participants had the opportunity to network with professional:s

The institute has already scheduled three symposiums for next year. Beachwood, Geneva, and

|
The pictures below and on page 8 are from the Geneva Symposium. As can be seen, the erJnt



